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CHILDREN’S ALLIANCE: TIME TO DELIVER FOR CHILDREN
The lives of so many children and young people are blighted by physical problems, mental health issues, socioeconomic and 
cultural challenges or a mixture of all of the above. 

Yesterday we published our third report: The Mental Health of Children and Young People.

It is the third in a policy quartet charting a plan for the health and wellbeing of all children and young people. Our earlier 
reports looked at Early Years and Physical Health. Underpinning the whole sequence is our mission CALL: the appointment 
of a Cabinet Minister for Children and Young People to ensure that policy across all Government Departments has children’s 
needs centre stage rather than fighting for space on the fringe.

Honorary Children’s Alliance President, Baroness Frances D’Souza said:

‘We can start early with the legal protection provided by a fully-funded National Strategy for Mental Health. The earlier 
the intervention, the less likely that successive adult societies will pay a human and economic price for mental illness.’

Please share the recommendations in the report, sign our petition and JOIN US! 

Food 
The announcement by the Government of its 
food strategy (more here) for England attracted 
widespread criticism and disappointment, including 
from National Food Strategy lead adviser Henry 
Dimbleby, who said that the response to his review 
shows no vision and ‘is not a strategy’. Read the 
article. For children and young people, the impact 
both of school meals and for nutrition at home 
could be detrimental.  With the increase in demand 
for free school meals (read more), a clear vision 
for food is vital, and teachers are calling for more 
children to be given free school meals in response 
to the “devastating reality” of the cost of living 
crisis in England (read more). Scotland and Wales  
have recently committed to rolling out free school 
meal provision to all primary pupils.

Poverty and Inequality
Strong words from the Institute for Fiscal Studies (IFS) in their latest 
report Early childhood inequalities “While there is widespread 
agreement in societies like the UK that every child has the right 
to a secure childhood and the opportunity to develop to their full 
potential, this does not match with reality for many of the 4 million 
children under the age of 5 currently living in the UK.” The IFS 
summarise the impact of this and other facts in terms of long-term 
national impact on inequalities.

News links from June 2022

Children and Parliament
Baroness Massey is collecting information for the Lord Speaker on how 
Parliamentary education and outreach is delivered to children. Voluntary 
sector staff and parliamentarians are invited to share experiences and 
insights by email, addressing such questions as: What is your experience of 
involving children in your work? Are you involved in APPGs and do children 
contribute? Do you discuss child rights and political involvement? Do you 
involve vulnerable children? How could children be more involved? 

https://childrensalliance.org.uk/wp-content/uploads/2022/06/CA-MENTAL-HEALTH-REPORT-v25th-June-2022.pdf
https://childrensalliance.org.uk/working-group-reports/
https://childrensalliance.org.uk/working-group-reports/
http://www.change.org/cabinetminister4children
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/government-food-strategy#:~:text=a%20sustainable%2C%20nature%20positive%2C%20affordable,home%2Dgrown%20diets%20for%20all
https://www.nationalfoodstrategy.org/the-report/
https://www.theguardian.com/politics/2022/jun/13/food-plan-for-england-condemned-by-its-own-lead-adviser
https://www.theguardian.com/politics/2022/jun/13/food-plan-for-england-condemned-by-its-own-lead-adviser
https://www.bbc.co.uk/news/education-61721117
https://www.tes.com/magazine/news/general/extend-free-school-meals-cost-living-crisis
https://www.bbc.co.uk/news/uk-scotland-57359072
https://www.bbc.co.uk/newsround/59381277
https://ifs.org.uk/
https://ifs.org.uk/inequality/early-childhood-inequalities-chapter/
mailto:masseyd%40parliament.uk?subject=Children%27s%20Involvement%20-%20Review%20for%20Lord%20Speaker
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Mental Health
The draft Mental Health Bill has been published for 
pre-legislative scrutiny. The Bill aims to modernise the 
Mental Health Act but given the particular challenges 
our children and young people currently face post-
pandemic, practitioners and organisations need to take 
this opportunity to critique the proposed bill for fitness 
for purpose.  A helpful guide has been published by the 
Parent-Infant Foundation for those wishing to respond to 
the call for evidence: read more.

The Children & Young People’s Coalition is continuing 
its campaign to ensure that the Bill supports the rights of 
babies, children and young people.

The charity YoungMinds reacted to the latest huge 
increases in young people being referred to mental 
health services, calling on the Government to ensure 
young people are at the heart of future plans for mental 
health. Olly Parker: “This situation is devastating for 
young people and their families and unsustainable for 
the health system. We must have more options for young 
people to get support for their mental health when they 
first start to struggle.” Read the article.

TREATMENT DELAYED IS TREATMENT DENIED!

Early Years
Ofsted figures reveal that 4,000 childcare providers were lost in the last 12 months - the biggest fall since August 2015. 19,100 
settings, a 22% drop, have been lost. There has been a disproportionate loss in places in the most deprived parts of the country. 
Neil Leitch, chief executive of The Early Years Alliance, said, ‘The decision to focus only on the national picture masks enormous 
regional disparities. Our analysis of today’s figures reveals that nearly half of all local authorities have seen a fall in early years 
places over the last five years, with one in eight seeing declines of more than 10 per cent.”

The Nuffield Foundation released its research study: COVID-19 and childcare: local impacts across England, which found that in 
autumn 2021 the number of children attending Early Childhood Education and Care was down to 90% of pre-Covid levels. There was 
a significant variation in attendance rates across local authorities with lower-than-expected rates in areas with large ethnic minority 
populations, deprivation or high unemployment.

Social Care
Private equity links and the pursuit of profit come with risks for 
children in the care sector, say experts. The Observer examined 
most recent Ofsted inspection of private children’s care homes and 
found:

• 114 homes given the lowest “inadequate” rating, triggering 
further investigations

• From these, 20 were run by providers with links to private equity

The investigation outlined a number of worrying examples of poor 
care which help to validate the widespread concerns of a “broken” 
provision in children’s care homes. Read the article.

Obesity
With a 50% rise in 5 years of type 2 diabetes in paediatric units 
reported by the Royal College of Paediatrics and Child Health 
(RCPCH), there are warnings that escalating obesity rates are putting 
more children are risk of developing diabetes.  Read the article. 

The Local Government Association (LGA) analysed the National Child 
Measurement Programme and warned that 40% of 10 to 11-year-olds 
will be obese or overweight by 2030 if trends in childhood obesity 
continue at their current rate. 

Education
In an effort to include the voices of children and young people with special educational needs and disabilities (SEND) in the 
inspection process, Ofsted and the Care Quality Commission (CQC) are consulting them on proposed changes to the inspection of 
SEND services. The consultation, in the form of an online survey, closes on 11 September 2022. Read more.

The Children’s Commissioner’s Attendance Audit outlined its findings in the report of Voice of England’s Missing Children.  Dame 
Rachel de Souza, the Children’s Commissioner, looked at absence from education and is calling for a 100% attendance target saying 
that the education and care systems are not working for every child.  

https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/draft-mental-health-bill-2022
https://parentinfantfoundation.org.uk/
https://parentinfantfoundation.org.uk/a-guide-to-responding-to-the-mental-health-and-wellbeing-plan-call-for-evidence/
https://cypmhc.org.uk/
https://www.youngminds.org.uk/
https://www.dailymail.co.uk/wires/pa/article-10917487/Number-young-people-referred-mental-health-highest-says-charity.htmlhttps://www.dailymail.co.uk/wires/pa/article-10917487/Number-young-people-referred-mental-health-highest-says-charity.html
https://www.gov.uk/government/statistics/childcare-providers-and-inspections-as-at-31-march-2022/main-findings-childcare-providers-and-inspections-as-at-31-march-2022#fn:1https://www.gov.uk/government/statistics/childcare-providers-and-inspections-as-at-31-march-2022/main-findings-childcare-providers-and-inspections-as-at-31-march-2022#fn:1
https://www.eyalliance.org.uk/
https://www.nuffieldfoundation.org/
https://www.nuffieldfoundation.org/project/covid-19-childcare-local-impacts-across-england
https://www.theguardian.com/society/2022/jun/26/england-private-childrens-homes-inadequate-ofsted
https://www.rcpch.ac.uk/resources/npda-annual-reports
https://www.nursinginpractice.com/clinical/diabetes/type-2-diabetes-children-in-paediatric-units-rises-by-50-in-five-years/
https://www.local.gov.uk/
https://digital.nhs.uk/data-and-information/publications/statistical/national-child-measurement-programme
https://digital.nhs.uk/data-and-information/publications/statistical/national-child-measurement-programme
http://www.gov.uk/government/organisations/ofsted
https://www.cqc.org.uk/
https://www.gov.uk/government/consultations/children-and-young-peoples-consultation-changing-the-way-we-look-into-services-for-children-and-young-people-with-send
https://www.childrenscommissioner.gov.uk/wp-content/uploads/2022/06/cc-voices-of-englands-missing-children-june-2022.pdf
https://www.childrenscommissioner.gov.uk/

